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NORTH WEST EDUCATIONAL TOUR 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.53 pm]:  I am not at all surprised, Mr President, that you stole my 
thunder in that regard.  Detective Foss has indeed been on the scent.   

Last night I spoke a little about my recent educational trip to the north of the State.  I would like to add a couple 
of things to that speech.  I have mentioned to you, Mr President, that I was very interested to go on a tour of 
Parliament House in Darwin.  I do not know whether it is because Parliament House in Darwin has occasionally 
been damaged by either bombings or cyclones, but it possibly has led to a breath of fresh air in the way the 
Parliament operates.  One of the things the Parliament of the Northern Territory is considering is the opportunity 
for members to give a power point presentation.  I believe that would be of great help to members in this place 
when we are discussing topics such as the Fremantle eastern bypass or the Mandurah bypass, because it would 
paint a clearer picture for members on matters that are not a part of their electorate.  That is something that, in 
time, this House might like to consider.   

One of the things that I found very disturbing was the amount of obvious drunkenness among many of our 
indigenous people.  It did occur to me, and it was confirmed by some of the people who live in those areas, that 
one of the mistakes we seem to have made is to locate some of the Aboriginal settlements very close to the 
towns.  Thirty-three years ago, to give an example, I worked at Mt Newman for a year.  In those days it was a 
mining town, and the indigenous people were seldom seen in the town.  However, now they live right on the 
edge of the town.  It is very disturbing that by 10 o’clock in the morning some of them can be seen heading out 
of town with their children, with a carton of beer under their arm and not really walking in a straight line.  I 
believe we have done them a great disservice.  It is well accepted that the dry communities tend to be the ones at 
which progress is being made.  However, for the ones in which alcohol is available or easily available, it is a 
disaster.   

There is a roadhouse on the edge of the Karijini National Park on the road between Newman and Port Hedland.  
It is about 100 kilometres or more north of Newman - 

Hon Kim Chance:  The Auski roadhouse. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Yes.  I asked the proprietress of that roadhouse whether there were any problems that 
perhaps she might need help with.  She mentioned that one evening not long before, a couple of carloads of 
Aboriginals had called in.  They were almost out of petrol.  It is a long way to the next service station, and these 
people did not have any money.  She rang the appropriate government agency and was told she could put $50 
worth of petrol into each car.  In due course, she would be compensated for that by the agency.  By the time she 
got out to the cars, one car had filled up with about $70 worth of petrol, and she was naturally concerned about 
the outstanding $20 worth of petrol.  When she asked them what they were going to do about it, she was seized, 
a wooden instrument was placed to her throat and she was asked, “What the effing are you going to do about it?”  
As soon as they had left, she rang the police at Newman who were responsible for that area.  Newman is so far 
from this roadhouse that is was understandable that their reply was, “Sorry, there’s nothing we can do about it.  
We do not have enough staff, and by the time we get there it would be a pointless exercise.”  It is an important 
place to have a roadhouse because of the distance to the next town.  We need to do more on these sorts of issues.  
I am sure that it is only a minority of Aboriginals that act in this way, but, nevertheless, it is happening.   

I called in at a number of polices stations and asked if they had any ideas why there were so many resignations 
of officers from country areas taking place.  The response was quite interesting because I received conflicting 
answers.  I asked about housing.  One station said that the housing was marvellous, and another one said it was 
not.  The station that said its housing was marvellous apparently got first choice of the housing in that area, and 
when the Police Service does not want any more housing, the houses seem to go to the Department of Education 
and Training.  However, I did not call in at the schools to ask how their housing was going.  I thought that was 
quite funny.  One problem was that police officers, after having been in a town for five years, could be subject to 
a major shift somewhere else in the State.  Housing varies so much in its value, and if the Police Service cannot 
get housing from the Government Employees’ Housing Authority, it is a real problem for them.   

One of the issues dealt with by some of the stations was the unfortunate downturn of the police air wing.  I am 
sure members remember the accident, if not two, that it had, and it is understandable.  However, the part demise, 
be it hopefully on a temporary basis, leads to some stations having problems with distance.  Some of these police 
districts are absolutely vast.  The Newman police district, for example, goes all the way to the South Australian 
or Northern Territory border - I am not quite sure which.  I was very impressed generally with people’s attitudes, 
particularly in the police stations and shire offices.  The shire presidents and/or chief executive officers made 
themselves available and I cannot speak highly enough of those people.  The tyranny of distance is a reality in 
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those areas.  I know we try hard but we must do more to try to break down that tyranny.  Once again I thank 
members for their time.   

House adjourned at 6.00 pm 
__________ 

 


